2007 Fall Meeting McMaster Art Museum & Bertrand Russell Archives.
McMaster University, Hamilton

The fall meeting to take place on Friday, October 12th in Hamilton will explore the variety of work that art professionals do, related to the field of librarianship. The McMaster Art Museum is located on the campus of McMaster University. Librarians do not work there, but ARLIS members and guests will be able to see how a facility such as this one – much as a library – serves the research needs of its users. 
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Visitors to an art museum or gallery do not only visit the artworks – they often seek different information, such as information about a particular artist or artistic process. We will have the opportunity to investigate the Art Museum’s Paper Centre, a resource of works of art on paper, in the facility’s vault. The Museum staff will describe to us how this centre is used as a resource in the University and the community. We will see directly how art materials are stored and retrieved in this unique repository.


The Mills Library of McMaster University houses a collection in The William Ready Division of the Archives and Research Collections. Librarians and students whose focus is in the area of archives management will be amazed by the particular collection in this area of the Library: the Bertrand Russell Archives. 
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This collection is a world-class holding of Russell’s own books, correspondence, manuscripts and other materials. Purchased from Russell several decades ago, the core collection has become a foundation for ongoing acquisition as well as a destination and resource for many visiting scholars. The Director of the Archives and Research Collections will present samples of materials to the ARLIS group, and invite a tour to the Archives. In addition a medieval scholar will show examples of antique handmade books in the Archives.

Keep posted for the schedule of the day’s activities.

Lesley Bell, 
ARLIS/NA Ontario, Vice Chair

Visual Resources Curator
Brock University, 
St.Catharines, Ontario
Agenda  -  ARLIS Ontario Meeting    Fall 2007

McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario

9:00 – 9:30    Meeting, Hyliard and Grace Chapell Room, room318 

Find this room in the McMaster University Student Centre. Enter from Stirling Street and look for elevators along the south wall. Go to the 3rd floor. Follow the signs. Beverages and a light snack are provided.

9:30 – 11:30

Business meeting

11:30 – 1:00     Lunch at East – West Restaurant
(allow 10 minutes to walk from the Student Centre to the restaurant, and 10 minutes to walk to the Art Museum after lunch)

We have a reservation on the mezzanine level. You can peruse the menu ahead of time!

http://hospitality.mcmaster.ca/Menu_EMW_Bistro_Menu.htm
1:00 – 2:30     McMaster University Art Museum
http://www.mcmaster.ca/museum/home.htm
We will tour the Museum’s Paper Centre, and have the opportunity to view the current exhibitions, Quantal Strife, and a photography exhibit that looks at Afghan women journalists, writers, filmmakers, activists and photographers entitled, Voices on the rise: Afghan women making the news. Quantal Strife is a group show of work by three emerging artists, Scott Carruthers, Crystal Mowry and Marc Ngui.

The Paper Centre is where the Museum houses its works of art on paper when not on display. We will tour this below-ground facility. Staff will describe to us how this resource is used for study and research.

The staff will divide our group into two, so that we can visit the paper centre and also view the exhibition.

2:30 – 4:00     Mills Memorial Library   Wang Classroom, main floor
Dr. Carl Spadoni, Archivist and Research Collections Librarian of the William Ready Division of Archives and Research Collections http://www.mcmaster.ca/russdocs/russell.htm
will talk to us about an astounding resource and collection, at McMaster. The Bertrand Russell Archives occupy an entire room in the Division. We will meet in a seminar room where Dr. Spadoni will display and talk about notable aspects of the Archives. He promises to bring lots of items for us to peruse. After the talk, we can tour the Archives on the lower floor of the Library.

In addition, a colleague who works in the Archives will speak about early printed books and medieval manuscripts housed in the Ready Division. Dr. Kathleen Garay is a medieval scholar, and she will bring with her examples of these publications. In addition, McMaster houses the Marian Engel Archive. Dr. Garay’s co-editored a book entitled, Marian Engels: a life in letters (2004, University of Toronto Press), which has received positive critical reviews.

The meeting ends at 4pm.

For those who would like to stay I Hamilton for dinner we can make our way to Hess Village, a picturesque network of streets and bistros near downtown Hamilton. Please indicate when you register that you would like to stay for dinner. Please note that traffic between 3pm & 7pm is very heavy.

